Chipping Norton Town Council – Report for year 2006-7

Changes:

Cllr Keith Greenwell elected in May to replace Cllr Martin Hannant.   Cllrs  Graham Beacham, Don Davidson, Peta Simmons and Yasin Qadir also standing down at this election.  The Town Council is very grateful for their years of service and their many skills and areas of expertise.

Vanessa Oliveri has now become Town Clerk and Michael Fletcher is now her Deputy.   Sarah Brown has been appointed as Town Clerk’s secretary and Terry Palmer the new Town Hall Keeper.

Major issues: there are some major issues that continue to remain at the forefront of our concerns, among them 
· the future of the hospital and Castle View, 

· the pollution and potential danger brought into town by the passage of HGVs, 

· proximity and response of police and ambulance services, 

· provision of facilities for children and young people 

· and the maintenance of the balance of employment, housing and services.

Hospital and care-home:  negotiations have continued as new problems have emerged.   

· An extra-ordinary Council Meeting was held with presentations from the Hospital Action and Healthcare Users’ Groups.   Other interested people attended and a resolution was passed that was sent to all the bodies concerned requesting a real effort to resolve the problems that were holding things up.   

· The Mayor attended a meeting chaired by MP David Cameron at which key people were gathered and a solution seemed to have been reached but since there have been further anxieties.  Our fingers remain crossed as we await developments but the hope is that building work may start next year.

HGV traffic:  the monitoring equipment continues to note the pollution in Horsefair and Cllr Coles and others continue to press for action to be taken as a result of these findings.

Police:  despite a Police Forum and other initiatives 

· there remains concern about police presence within the town when there is danger of trouble and police response when there are incidences of major crime.   

· Following a decision to close the Police Station on Saturdays and reduce hours (following research on usage) the police agreed to man an office in the Council Chamber on alternate Saturday mornings for a trial period.   When the results were analysed the police concluded that the low level of enquiries meant that a Saturday service would not be viable.   The majority of the questions were on tourist issues which is another matter.

Youth provision: concern in the Council about youth provision resulted in 

· a meeting in the Town Hall chaired by Cllr Davidson.   It gave some insight into what young people did and did not want and some reflections on the current provision.   

· Referred back to the Recreation Committee, this matter has been taken forward by Cllrs Qadir, Coles and others resulting in a bid via WODC for lottery funding (in conjunction with Carterton) for funding for a Multi-Use Games Area.   

· If granted the Field Reeves have given provisional permission for it to be sited on the Recreation Ground in New Street

· In addition Cllr Dixon is organising a Beer Festival to raise funds for the refurbishment of play equipment.   

· The Council has also greatly increased its allocation to recreation which has been sadly neglected in recent years.

· The long standing project run by Hailcorns to achieve a children’s play area has been dogged with bureaucratic difficulties and at present a further problem has arisen.   All praise should be given to those who have worked so hard to achieve something so worthwhile.

· The Town Partnership has followed up work it had done previously by facilitating a Youth Forum which is meeting regularly to formulate ideas.

Balance of services:

· Council has stuck to its intention not to release employment land for residential use and through its planning meetings has resisted all applications which set out to do this
· There has been a large amount of in-filling and there is concern that services and infrastructure will be challenged by this
· Bureaucracy and legal dealings are still holding up the development of the employment land on the former Parker Knoll site and thereby holding up plans for the Town Partnership to develop an Enterprise Centre and access the covenant and SEEDA funding that would enable this.
Council property:

· successful negotiation has resulted in obtaining an increase in rent for the manorial land at the petrol station at the end of Albion Street.
· As a result of the fire inspector’s report the house at Greystones is not currently able to be used except for storage.   Pending plans from the two bodies using the building, the Silver Band and NORTS are using other venues for rehearsal.
· Arrangements with the Rugby Club have now been successfully concluded and their application to take on use of a further piece of land has been accepted.
Town Hall:

· Efforts have been made to increase use and reduce the loss made on this venerable building

· Cllr Greenwell has spearheaded an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant in order to apply for a much more ambitious and larger grant to develop the building and improve access.  We await news on this.

· Mr and Mrs Reilly offered to contribute to the decoration costs of the Upper Town Hall in view of their daughter’s forthcoming wedding.

· Cllr Coles campaign for the refurbishment of the public toilets has at last come good and we await the work being commenced.

· It has been decided not to renew the licence for marriages which expires in June.   This service has not been much used and the licence is expensive.

Cemetery, Pool Meadow and Town Gardens:

· Clearance days have been held for the cemetery and the closed churchyard and one for Pool Meadow is planned for May 10th from 5pm to 9pm.  All welcome.

· Bill Turner and Frank Young have decided to hang up their trowels after lovingly caring for the Millennium Garden for the past 7 years.   We are anxious to recruit someone to take this on.   The Council will be thanking Bill and Frank at a future event.

· The town flowerbeds have been a blot on our landscape and after much negotiation about ownership, responsibility and willingness to do anything a group was set up to try and move this forward.   The Town Gardens project raised money from developers, traders and businesses but with the Town Council’s decision to take responsibility for the beds, their efforts will go into the purchase of tubs and planters.

· Work has at last started on the flowerbeds to do weeding, feeding and preparing to take flowers by the weekend. 

Civic pride: 
Years back the Council agreed that it would want to celebrate the 400th anniversary of its Charter in a suitably dignified and inclusive manner.  As a result we have had a Steering Group organising and co-ordinating a year’s events and celebrations.   Most of you will have witness or participated in at least one of these:


2 church services with processions


5 history lectures


2 town centre events


1 exhibition in the Museum and a travelling display 


12 free sports activities


7 musical concerts


3 drama productions


2 community dance workshops


4 school workshops


1 Charter ale


1 piece of specially composed music


1 royal visit


1 charity Charter ball


1 afternoon of walks, films, music, and a tea party

It has been a good year, a chance to work with all sorts of different groups.  Much thanks due to the Steering Group including St Mary’s Church, The Theatre, Chipping Norton School, the Town Clerk’s staff, Oxford University, the Leisure Centre and sports clubs, the Museum and history societies as well as the organisations whose events came in under our umbrella such as the Horticultural Society lecture and the Rugby Club Beer Festival.  People seem to have been proud to celebrate the town’s achievements and at the Civic Service to give thanks and look to its future.

· The newly re-furbished Guildhall was opened last year enclosing the One Stop Shop for WODC but alas without any Visitor Information provision.

· Marketing the town to increase footfall and viability of businesses is a priority on the list of the Town Partnership

· A visit from a French Market is planned for two occasions and this we hope will also encourage visitors.

· Pride in our town is one thing, but pride in our citizens is even more important.   Earlier this year we conferred the first title of Honorary Citizen on John Hannis in gratitude for all his long service to the town.  It was a good occasion when John’s family, friends and colleagues gathered to celebrate with him.

It has been a full year for us all and I commend to you all our Councillors and officers as well as other citizens who have and continue to work for the benefit of the town. Inevitably we do not achieve all we set out to but we don’t give up trying.   Thank you for taking the trouble to attend this evening.

